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would eat the flowers of the sugarcane (Puram. 384:i-3). In the Mullai tract, the jasmine creeper covered the top of thespurge-plant^with its small thorns and short branches (Akam.184:7-9). Black-branched punnai trees grew thick in the flower-garden (Kuru. 123:3). Bees buzzed from the pu$nai flowers after sucking honey therefrom (Nar.sii: 9,10).
4.  Pakkam (Side)
The cloud with thick sides, with the sun above it, was in the midst of the sky hiding the sun from the earth (Puram.35:i7,is). The moon with increasing sides, dispelled the -azure darkness* and poured light on the earth (Pati.3i:il,i2). The hero asked the heroine and her companions: "Oh, damsels with prominent waists with raised sides and big arms, are you the persons in charge of guarding this millet field?57 (Nar.2i3:9-n).
5.  Marakkompu (Boughs of trees)
A pandal (shamiana)was covered using the boughs of toothbrush trees, in the courtyard of the fisherman (Peru.266,267). The flower-laden bough of the venkal tree in the hill-side, looked like the crest of a lovely peacock (Akam.368:5-7). As the black-faced male monkey leapt upon a bough which could not bear its weight, it broke (Kuru. 121:2-4). The heroine had dark tresses bright with the bunches of flowers blooming on boughs of trees (Pan.22:46).
6.   Yalttantu (The   middle of a yal)
The small yal had a curved middle (Puram.issn). The minstrel was guided and instructed to sound his sweet yal with a black r middle, io praise of the all-powerful God (Peru.389-392).
7.  Canku (Chank/shell/conch)
As Cenkuttuvan stayed back in his war-camp the sound of the conches and other sounds, woke him up from slumber (Pati.50:22-26). The white glory-lily bloomed as if a conch had been broken up (Akam.23*6). The heroine in the
anguish of separation grieved so that her bangles made of conch came loose (Kuru. n: 1,2). As the surging sea rose and came inland, shell-fish, roamed about in the shore (Aink.i92:i).
8.   Karat (Shore/bank)
In the prolonged summer, big ponds with hill-like tall banks became parched for lack of water (Akam.42:6-9). The floods in the Kaviri came brimming over the banks (Akam.i66:i4,i5). The long shore washed by the billows was fragrant with the water-lily flowers (AinkJ 77:2-3).
9.  Valaivu (Curve)
The bright forehead adorned with shark-mouthed ornaments surrounded by the bees, looked like the young moon with the curved crescent, swallowed by the red serpent (Peru. 383-385). The tigress gave birth to three cubs, with curved claws still covered by the flesh, like flowers of the venkai covered up in leaves
(Akam. 147:2-3).
10.  Kompu (Horn/long tooth)
Fisher-folk, wearing a garland of white convolvulus flowers, worshipped the horn (long saw-tooth) of a gravid shark planted by them on the sand, taking it to be the deity (Pat.85-87). The screw-pine has long serrated thorny leaves like the long horn in the face of a shark (the saw-tooth of a saw-fish) (Nar.i9:2).
11.  Utu Kompu (Horn-pipe)
Devotees of LordMurukan, singing and dancing in the arena, blowing their horns simultaneously and ringing the bells, hailed His war-elephant called Pinimukam (Mum. 245-248). When their cattle entered dry tracts, cow-herds blew up their long horns and drove them towards the shade of cassia trees (Akam.399:8-n).
12.  Metu (High ground/raised ground) Farmers, cutting   down sandal    and  akil   wood trees, sowed mountain-paddy in the    high-lands (Matu.286,287). The horses of   the   Lord    of the Ford surrounded by screwpine trees, climbed thee   mountain with a high hill   where grew tall   bamboos that pierced the cloud sailing the sky (Nar.28:5-9). The peacock enjoying the morning   sun danced with its mate beside the fearful tall hill (Nar.288:i-3)% Red-legged swans   after preying   on fish in the sea, would carry food for   their young cygnets, kept for their play by celestial maidens dwelling in tall Himalayan hills (Nar.356:i-s). The heroine had golden spots   resembling   the vgnkai flowers in the mountain of the    Pantiya king,   with its high hills (Kaii.57:16,17). 3. Marakkilai (Branch of a tree)
